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OVERVIEW 

PURPOSE 

This report provides a detailed trail assessment study for 18 trails totaling approximately 13.35 

miles in the Plumas National Forest- Feather River Ranger District. These trails were listed on Table 

2 in the 2010 Record of Decision as part of the Plumas National Forest Public Motorized Travel 

Management (R5-MB-189) as requiring mitigations before they could be placed on the Motor 

Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) as open to the public.  

 

The mitigation recommendations in travel management focused on reducing soil and water 

impacts of trails added to the NFTS, including out-sloping trails for water drainage, installing 

drainage structures, improving trail/stream crossings, relocating short segments where surveys 

have been completed on the new locations, and restricting season of use.  

 

Funding for trails assessment was provided through the Recreational Trails Program grant 

program.  Originally the grant called for the assessment of an additional trail (19 trails totaling 

15.25 miles) but the 6M22N was not removed from the MVUM so it was not analyzed as part of 

this project. 

 

GOAL 

The goal of this assessment is to collect and report information about the Table 2 OHV Trails to 

determine which trails have long term sustainability, and to recommend mitigation measures.  

These recommendations will be based on data, observations, professional expertise, and input 

from user groups and Plumas National Forest.  

 

TRAILS AND AREAS IN THE ASSESSMENT 

The trails within this assessment are all within Plumas National Forest- Feather River Ranger District, 

but they are grouped in 4 distinct areas within the district. It is important to define these areas 

because of their differences in location, level of use, type of use, and topography. See 

attachment 1 for the breakdown on trails by type, area, season of use, distance, priority, 

resource concerns and recommended mitigations.  

 

SURVEY METHODS 

Trail surveys were based on the standard and supporting guidelines as defined in the 2008 Soil 

Conservation Standards. The assessment consisted of using a recreation grade Global 

Positioning System (GPS) Unit, a survey distance wheel, photography to document areas of 

importance, Geographical Information Systems (GIS), clinometer,  OHV Trail Condition 

Evaluation Form and Code Key (attachment 2), and professional judgment to record and 

generate information about trail alignment, trail segments with good/ poor condition, problem 

areas, surface, slopes,  distances, connectivity, level of use and reroute potential (if needed). 

The Plumas National Forest also provided hydrology technical expertise on many of the trail 

surveys. In addition, the Butte County Resource Conservation District contracted the services of 

a trails professional who has background in hydrology. 
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CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

In addition to the utilization of the 2008 Soil Standards and Table 2 recommendations, the 

assessment also looked to additional factors to guide prioritization of work and funding.  These 

factors were natural resource impacts, the level of cost/ maintenance required and the 

recreational value for each trail.  

 

 Natural Resource Impacts 

 All the trails on Table 2 were placed there because of their potential impacts on natural 

resources. This element of the survey evaluates whether or not the mitigation efforts will reduce 

long term impact on  natural resources. If a trail goes through a cultural resources site, is there a 

suitable alternative?  Or, if a trail has significant fall line grades (i.e., it runs parallel to slope), no 

amount of rolling grade dips installed may correct its issues. Initial assessment for natural resource 

impacts was based on hydrology.  Additional inputs from USFS specialists for botany, archeology 

and wildlife will be needed to make a complete assessment of natural resource impacts. 

Priorities for trail mitigations may change with additional natural resource studies and 

recommendations.  

 

 Level of Cost and Maintenance Required 

 Trails are expensive to build and maintain, and trails funding is limited.  This element 

considers the amount of work that is needed to create and maintain a sustainable trail. If a trail 

is getting limited use and has poor connectivity, and a large bridge needs to be constructed, 

does it make sense to utilize funding and staff resources to complete the work?  Or, if a trail is in 

an unsuitable location, gets limited use, and is going to require significant maintenance every 

season, does it make sense to keep the trail open at all? 

 

 Recreational Value 

Recreational value is an important consideration for users and land managers. If users 

are not going to use a trail (which could be for a number of reasons), should resources be 

utilized to complete mitigations? Recreational value input is based upon field observations, level 

of current use, the type of user experience each trail provides, connectivity, and input from users 

about the trail. In some cases, trails in this assessment had not been in use for many years, or 

were in a location that did not provide connectivity or had poor user experience.  

 

 

MAPPED VS GROUND 

The USFS provided GIS tracks for all the trails that were included in the survey. For the trails 

surveyed in the Little Grass Valley area, USFS provided tracks that closely matched what was on 

the ground. However, in the Granite Basin area, these tracks often did not match the locations 

of the on-the-ground trails. The on-the-ground trails would often have the same start and end 

location as the track but would vary widely in between. Many of these trails were originally 

located on logging roads and had been relocated over time. After consultation, the USFS 

advised that the survey should focus on the on-the-ground trail. In the process, BCRCD did 

evaluate the (mapped) track locations, but in most cases the ground trail was in a more 

appropriate and sustainable location than the old road. In the maps corresponding to each trail 

you will see both the track provided by USFS (purple) and on the ground trail (red).  
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LOOKING FORWARD 

Due to limited funds and staffing, it will take some time and a large amount of funding to 

complete all the recommended mitigations. With this understanding, the assessment also 

prioritizes each trail for mitigations -- high, medium or low. It is recommended that high priority 

trails be evaluated first, working to low priority as time and funding allow. 

 

RECOMMENDED MAINTENANCE MITIGATIONS FROM TRAVEL MANAGEMENT 

Initially, mitigations from travel management were basic -- and the same for every trail -- so they 

were not listed under the reports for individual trails. The recommended mitigations for every trail 

were: rolling dips, out-sloping and hardened crossings. On many sections of trail, however, these 

mitigations would not be sufficient, so re-routes were recommended in many places.  

 

SURVEY DATA (FOR EACH TRAIL):  

Each trail contains a survey data collection sheet, photos, map and summary 

recommendations.   

 

OUTREACH: 

We did work to identify users that currently utilize these individual trails or areas. The Paradise 

Ridge Riders are a off-road motorcycle club that utilize the Four Trees, Pulga, and Granite Basin 

areas for  trail riding and provided some insight into the Table 2 trails and type of trail experience 

they prefer.  

 

The Little Grass Valley area does receive a high level of OHV and summer recreation use in the 

summer but to our knowledge there are no OHV groups that ride frequently in this area.  
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THE TRAILS 

 

5M13 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 5M13 

Location: Four Trees 

Designated Use: Motorcycle 

Season of Use: 8/16-12/31 

Length: 1.11 miles 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Rolling Dips, out-sloping, and hardened crossings. Season of use for 

California Spotted Owl.  

 

Connectivity:  

 23N30X to north -road open to all vehicles, connects to 5M17 which is M legal 

 23N28 to south -road open to highway legal vehicles 

 With 23N28 on the south end of 5M13, M trail terminates at a road that only allows for 

highway legal vehicles.  Making a loop option would allow M to connect back into 

23N30X. 

 Overall, area has good connectivity to other roads and trail, great trailhead access from 

Four Trees Staging Area 

 

Current Trail Usage: Trail showed signs of moderate use 

 

Observations:  

Natural Resource Impacts/ Sustainability 

The North end of trail shows some issues but is not hydrologically connected to any streams. It 

has sustainable grades that include old road bed and shows moderate soil erosion. South end of 

trail has many steep grades with sections that are hydrologically connected and show a higher 

level of erosion.  

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance 

The north end of trail would require moderate maintenance in fall line sections. With steeper 

grades and many fall line sections, the south end of the trail will continue to have issues in its 

current location, even with a high level of maintenance. With steep side slopes and limitations 

due to topography, a reroute of the south end would be challenging. 

 

Recreational Value 

Due to the trail connectivity, convenient staging area, and level of use, 5M13 has high 

recreational value.   
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Recommendations:  

It is recommended that several reroutes should be created on the north end of 5M13 to reduce 

the grade of several sections and create a loop option to disconnect the over-grade potions of 

the trail.  Once a reroute is complete to create a loop, the south end of the trail should be 

closed and restored. 

MAP 

 

 

 

TRAIL LOG 
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5M24 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 5M24 

Location: Concow 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 8/16-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: Most Difficult  

Length: 1.17 miles 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Monitor for CRLF and FYLF species of concern 

 

Connectivity:  

 24N13.1 to north and east (connects to road at beginning and end) which allows for all 

motorized use, 5M24 M trail to south which allows for all motorized use 

 Allows for access to 24NO4 (connects to Hwy 70) 

 Good connectivity to network of other roads and trails 

 Has ability to create several loops options utilizing roads and trails 

 

Current Trail Usage: High; encountered multiple riders on week day while on trails and area roads 

 

Observations:  

Due to a higher level of usage, topography, hydro-connectivity, and fall line alignment, the 

5M24 trail needs some significant mitigations. From the north end, the trail descends a steep 

ridge to a stream crossing. The south end of the trail (after the stream crossing) needs minimal 

work and does not have any hydro connectivity. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 5M13 has a number of hydro connected sections 

of trail due to steep grades, topography and stream crossing. There are also several sections of 

trail that show high levels of erosion at the north end. 

 

Level and Cost and Maintenance: The trail showed signs of recent and historical maintenance. 

Due to the erosive soils, steep grades and hydrological connectivity the 5M13 is going to be a 

long term maintenance challenge and require significant funds to mitigate. The stream crossing 

(located at point 368 on map) will require a large bridge and additional armoring to reduce 

sediment erosion into water course 

 

Recreational Value: Due to the opportunity for connectivity, ease of access and high level of 

use the 5M24 has a high recreational value. 

 

Recommendations:  

Even though long term maintenance will be a challenge, due to the high level of recreational 

value efforts should be made to preserve the natural resources while completing trail mitigations 

to allow for continued use. The installation of a bridge, plus armored entry and exit for the 
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perennial stream crossing, would make a big impact to reduce hydro connectivity.  In addition, 

tread maintenance should be completed end-to-end to help reduce natural resource impacts 

and allow for trail sustainability. Alternatively, the north end of the trail could be moved up hill to 

create a more contouring alignment and avoid going down the ridge. This layout would 

connect to the perennial stream higher in the watershed, which could create a better 

opportunity for a crossing and reduce erosion impacts.   

 

 

 

MAP 
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TRAIL LOG 
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PHOTOS 
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5M25 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 5M25 

Location: Concow 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 8/16-12/31 

Trail Difficulty: Most Difficult  

Length: 0.76 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Season of use for California Spotted Owl 

 

 

Connectivity:  

 Trail connects to 24N13.1 on north and south end, trail connect to 5M24 on south end 

 Allows for access to 24NO4 (connects to Hwy 70) 

 Good connectivity to network of other roads and trails 

 Has ability to create several loops options utilizing roads and trails 

 

Current Trail Usage: High; ran into multiple M users on connecting trails and roads. Evidence of 

maintenance on trail.  

 

Observations:  

Many sections of trail are holding up well, but several of the steeper grade sections are creating 

significant erosion issues. The trail can be rerouted to mitigate some of the issues and regular 

maintenance work will help minimize impacts. Botanical species of concern also drives the need 

for reroute. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

Damage to botanical species of concerns and soil erosion is occurring. 

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance: 

The reroute of a short section to avoid area of botanical species of concern and area of high 

erosion will be a moderate cost. Although the suggested reroute is short in length it will involve 

the NEPA process. If left in its current condition and location, the trail will continue to have a high 

level of erosion and impacts to the botanical resource. 

 

Recreational Value: 

With good trail connectivity, a high level of use, and lots of roads/ trails in area creating the 

opportunity for loop options, the trail has high recreational value. 
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Recommendations:  

Much of the damage to botanical species of concern and erosion issues are on the same ridge 

line. Creating a reroute to remove the fall line section of trail will allow for protection of species 

and reduce the erosion impacts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP 
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TRAIL LOG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TABLE 2 MOTORIZED TRAILS ASSESSMENT                  BUTTE COUNTY RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 20 

 

PHOTOS 
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6M22A 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 6M22A 

Location: Granite Basin 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 5/1-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: Most Difficult 

Length: 0.65 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Crossing for MYLF, season of use for California Spotted Owl 

 

Connectivity:  

 Trail on north end connects to 6M23 (does require travel on 23N18 ML3 road) 

 South end connects to 6M22N and 23N12X (open to all vehicles) 

 With a number of connected trails and roads and a number of loop options, connectivity 

is good.  

 Additional trail connectivity is limited due to ML 3  for road 23N18. (23N18 road evaluation 

for mixed use is a part of Granite Basin OHV Development Grant.) 

 

Current Trail Usage: Trail shows heavy usage for area, and evidence of maintenance activity. 

 

Observations: 6M22A has multiple problem areas associated with its water crossings and 

proximity to water course. An additional challenge is its segments of fall line trail that are seeing 

a high level of erosion in multiple areas of the trail. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: Due to the number of intermittent and perennial 

stream crossings, there is evidence of hydro connectivity and introduction of sediments into 

streams due to trail activity.  

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance: With a large number of stream crossings that would require 

bridges, plus fall line trail down to crossings, there are really no maintenance solutions available 

for this trail in its current state. 

 

Recreational Value: With a high level of usage and good connectivity 6M22A has a strong 

recreational value. 

 

Recommendations: Although 6M22A has a high level of resource impact this trail is a valuable 

part of the overall network. It is recommended to reroute almost all the current trail and 

completely disconnect the north end of the trail, which has a number of problem areas. The 

recommended reroute avoids all stream crossing and fall line trail alignments. In addition, the 

reroute would take advantage of a great view shed to the west of the current trail, and include 

technical rock elements. The overall distance of the reroute would be similar to the current 

alignment.  
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PHOTOS 
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6M29C 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 6M29C 

Location: Granite Basin 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 8/16-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: Easiest 

Length: .76 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2:  

Crossings for MYLF.  Season of use for California Spotted Owl and Yellow-legged Frog 

 

Connectivity:  

 To the north, trail connects to 23N35X road which allows all motorized use 

 To the south, trail connects to 6M29 trail which is open to 50" or less 

 Connectivity does allow for access to other trails and roads that are currently open to 

OHV use, but is redundant as other trails in area provide similar access  

 

Current Trail Usage:  

No evidence of current use or maintenance,  

 

Observations:  

This trail is located on old logging road -- wide corridor -- and no trail specific corridor is present. 

Trail is a decommissioned resource extraction road and does not resemble a recreational trail. 

Trail has significant perennial stream -over 15' in width and 6+' in depth. The trail ends at an 

active and historic mine area that contained lots of trash. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

Other than the large stream crossing at the south end, there is limited hydro connectivity. 

 

Level and Cost and Maintenance: 

Re-opening this trail would require investment in a large bridge and installation of drainage 

features. M Group also did not express interest in riding a trail of this nature or maintaining such a 

trail. 

 

Recreational Value:  

Although trail does provide connectivity there are other trails in the area that provide similar 

access and improved recreational experience, and they are being utilized. In speaking with M 

user groups, little desire to maintain a trail of this nature or invest in mitigation needs was heard. 

The recreational value of this trail is low. 
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Recommendations:  

Due to low recreational value, redundant connectivity, and the high cost of bridge 

infrastructure, it is recommended that no investment be made in this trail and that it not be 

added back to the MVUM.   
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PHOTOS 
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6M29D 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 6M29D 

Location: Granite Basin 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 9/16-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: More Difficult 

Length: .52 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Crossing for MYLF. Season of use for California Spotted Owl and 

Goshawk 

 

Connectivity:  

 On the north end, trail connects to 6M29E and 6M29A which are both M trails 

 On the south end, trail connects to 6M36 M trail and road 23N58Y which allows all 

motorized use 

 Overall, trail has strong connectivity and provides multi loop options 

 

Current Trail Usage: Current trail usage is high. Trail shows evidence of recent maintenance. 

 

Observations: Most M users connect to 6M29D via 6M36 (just to east), to ride as a loop. Trail starts 

on a flat and crosses a perennial stream. Trail usage is eroding the stream bank and depositing 

sediments into the stream. From there, the trail climbs a ridge (+5-+20% grade), and parallels a 

stream to the east until connecting into 6M29E.  

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

With a short reroute at bottom of trail to move away from stream, rolling grade dips installed on 

steeper slopes and bridge constructed across perennial stream the hydro connectivity would be 

eliminated  

  

Level and Cost and Maintenance: 

Majority of cost would be to construct bridge across stream. Cost of installing drainage features 

would be minimal. Due to steep alignment, drainage features would need to be cleared 

seasonally and reconstructed as needed to maintain frequency of drainage.  

 

Recreational Value: 

With good connectivity and current high usage levels for the area, 6M29D has a strong 

recreational value. 

 

Recommendations:  

It is recommended that a bridge be installed across the stream, and drainage features be 

installed and maintained. 
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MAP 

 

TRAIL LOG 
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6M30 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 6M30 

Location: Granite Basin 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: n/a 

Trail Difficulty: Difficult 

Length: 0.2 miles 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2:  

This trail was not included in the Table 2 list, but has been recognized by the Plumas USFS due to 

resource concerns. This trail is in a different location than indicated on MVUM and USFS notes.  

 

Connectivity:  

 Trail connects to 23N28X to the north (all motorized) 

 Trail connects to 23N60X and 23N23 to the south (all motorized) 

 Great connectivity to other trails and roads in the system 

 

Current Trail Usage:  

Trail currently receives a high volume of use. There is evidence of trail maintenance. 

 

Observations:  

The trail has low bridge and fall line segments that are hydro connected and incised  

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

The current bridge reduces impacts on natural resources, but it is undersized and has fall line 

segments leading into bridge.  

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance: 

The proposed reroute is short and would have a better reduction in cost and impact than 

replacing the bridge. Some permeable pavers may be utilized in tread if trail grade cannot be 

reduced.  

 

Recreational Value: 

Recreational Value for this section of trail is high, due to its level of use and connectivity to the 

rest of the system. 

Recommendations:  

Create a reroute that will disconnect the trail from the crossing bridge. Remove the bridge, then 

rehabilitate the area. 
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6M30W 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 6M30W 

Location: Granite Basin 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 5/1-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: n/a 

Length: 0.17 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Cultural SPM's needed. Season of use for Mountain Yellow-Legged 

Frog. 

 

Connectivity:  

 Trail connects on east end to 6M30, which is an M trail 

 Trail connects on west end to 23N60X, which is open to all motorized usage 

 Trail would provide loop option 

 

Current Trail Usage:  

Trail is no longer on ground and no evidence of it remains. 

 

Observations:  

Area was searched and no trail could be found. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

It trail were located in the area, it would have no hydro connectivity. 

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance: 

Because it would be new construction, and subject to the NEPA process, the trail would be 

expensive per foot to build.  However, the distance is short. 

 

Recreational Value: 

If new trail was constructed, it would allow for short loop options for 6M30 and road 23N60X. 

 

Recommendations:  

Construct new trail, at 5-8% average grade, that would create a connection to 23N60X. 
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6M31E 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 6M31E 

Location: Granite Basin 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 5/1-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: n/a 

Length: 0.15 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Install crossing for MYLF. Season of use for MYLF. 

Connectivity: Trail is no longer on ground and does not provide any connectivity to other trails. 

Current Trail Usage: Trail no longer on ground 

 

Observations:  Mapped location starts at road failure and goes into riparian area 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: Mapped trail is located in riparian area  

Level of Cost and Maintenance: N/A 

Recreational Value:  Trail not on ground 

Recommendations: Trail is not on ground and should not be added back to MVUM. 
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6M34A 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 6M34A 

Location: Granite Basin 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 0.37 

Trail Difficulty: N/A 

Length: 0.37 miles 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Rolling dips, out-sloping and hardened crossings. 

 

Connectivity:  

 To the north, trail connects to 6M34 

 To the south, trail connects to 23N28X, which connects to 6M30 

 This trail would allow connection to trails and roads on the north side of Oro Quincy Hwy. 

 

Current Trail Usage: Not currently utilized and no longer on ground. 

 

Observations:  

Trail is no longer on ground and north end of trail is unrecognizable. Traces of an old road bed 

can be found, with water bars on some sections. South end of the trail has a large embankment 

down to road below. Area overall is thinned, but is on a steep side slope (20-25%).  

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

This trail was located in proximity to a perennial stream, but has no current impact and does not 

cross stream.  

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance:   If trail was placed back in its original location (steep fall line), it 

would be a challenge to maintain and could pose issues to the stream below. If trail was 

relocated and laid out at a lower grade, it would have lower impact on natural resources and 

require less maintenance. 

 

Recreational Value:  The 6M34A, though not utilized and no longer on ground, nonetheless has 

high recreational value because of the opportunity to connect to surrounding trails and create 

loop options. 

 

Recommendations:  
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Although this trail could be re-established on its same mapped aspect, it would still be a steeper 

grade due to topography (estimated at 10% with multi climbing turns). Alternatively, if 6M34 

(which connects to 6M34A at its north end) could be extended to the west to connect with road 

23N60X (open to all vehicles), then that would provide connectivity to trails on both sides of Oro 

Quincy Hwy. It is recommended that the extension be for 50"> vehicles, to allow for increased 

access.  
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6M36 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 6M36 

Location: Granite Basin 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 9/16-10/14 

Trail Difficulty:  

Length: 0.86 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Install crossing for MYLF; season of use for CSO/ NOGO/ MYLF. 

Connectivity:  

 To north, trail connects to road 23N23 (open to all vehicles) 

 To south, trail connects to road 23N58Y (open to all vehicles) and trail 6M29D (M). 

 Connection to 6M29D creates loop opportunity. 

Current Trail Usage:  Currently, trails see high usage for the area, and show signs of active 

maintenance. 

 

Observations:  

Trail to north end is in good condition, but could benefit from some drainage maintenance work. 

Traveling south, the trail goes into a low area and crosses a perennial stream, and is hydro 

connected. The south end of the trail has some soil erosion issues, and there is evidence of non- 

motorcycle travel on south end of trail.  

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability:  Trail does have hydro connectivity in several 

locations and some entrenched trail (sediment loss). 

 

Level and Cost and Maintenance:  Relocation of several sections of the trail and installation of a 

bridge would require significant funds, but would reduce the required maintenance and natural 

resource impacts over the long term. 

 

Recreational Value:  With a high level of usage and strong connectivity, 6M36 has a high 

recreational value. 

 

Recommendations:  With the installation of a bridge at the perennial stream crossing, relocating 

the fall line sections to side hill, and moving the south end of trail to prevent non-M access, many 

of the current natural resource impacts would be reduced – and the recreational experience 

would be enhanced as well. 
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9M04 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 9M04 

Location: Little Grass Valley 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 5/1-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: n/a 

Length: 0.18 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Install crossing for MYLF, season of use for MYLF. 

 

Connectivity:  

 To the west, trail connects to 21N77Y (all vehicle), which connects to FS HWY 512. 

 To the east, trail connects to 21N78Y (all vehicle). 

 Overall connectivity is redundant; other options for connectivity exist in this area.  

 

Current Trail Usage: No current usage; trail is no longer on ground. 

Observations: From the west, the trail was hard to locate. It crosses an old irrigation ditch.  

Walking down slope, some evidence of old road bed and resource extraction was found. Steep 

fall line grade (40-50% in places) descends to perennial stream. No evidence of old trail hydro 

connectivity.  

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

Due to the steep grades and perennial stream in area, this is not a viable trail location. If trail was 

reopened, it would have natural resource impacts.  

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance:  Re-opening this trail would not be feasible from a cost of 

construction and long term maintenance perspective. 

 

Recreational Value:  Stream is a positive control point to visit via foot travel, but overall, this area 

has no OHV value and would never be sustainable. 

 

Recommendations:   Do not reestablish trail or add back to MVUM. No additional restoration 

work needed to decommission. 
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9M05 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 9M05 

Location: Little Grass Valley 

Designated Use: <50" 

Season of Use: n/a 

Trail Difficulty: easiest 

Length: 1.57 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Cultural SPM's needed. 

 

Connectivity:  

 To west, trail connects to 21N15 (all vehicles) 

 To east, connects to FS Hwy 511A 

 Close to town and a staging area, this trail provides access to the OHV area and creates 

loop opportunities 

 

Current Trail Usage: Current use is high. 

 

Observations: On west end, trail saw recent logging operations. Logging operations had done 

road work on trail and had a few improperly installed culverts. Overall, trail grade is sustainable, 

but needs drainage work. Engineering assessment needed for perennial stream crossing (Rabbit 

Creek).  Many of the culverts were clogged and non-functional, creating trail erosion and 

sediment loss. Drainage work and armoring also needs to be completed on east end of trail, 

where there is a riparian area and access to highway.  

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

Evidence of sediment deposition at Rabbit Creek crossing. Though many of the other sections of 

trail are not showing evidence of hydro connectivity, future possibility of this is high due to 

proximity to stream and lack of culvert maintenance.   

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance: 

Much of the cost will depend on the Rabbit Creek Crossing assessment. Road-to-trail conversion 

will be a substantial cost, but will greatly reduce impacts on natural resources, as well as 

reducing maintenance needs.  

 

Recreational Value: 

Due to connectivity, level of use and allowable uses, 9M05 has high recreational value.  
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Recommendations:  

Trail is a logging road on its west end (15+ ft width) with recent drainage work associated with 

logging activity. This drainage work is functioning and sustainable. East of the logging work, it is 

recommended that road-to-trail conversion take place. This would involve pulling culverts and 

installing rock-armored rolling dips, to allow for natural hydro flow and reduce natural resources 

impacts. Sufficient quantities of rock are already on site for this work. A complete engineering 

assessment is needed on the Rabbit Creek crossing, due to undersized culvert and evidence of 

side channels. East end of road (Dutch Diggings Area) should be graded and drainage installed 

to reduce impact on riparian area.  
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9M12 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 9M12 

Location: Little Grass Valley 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: 5/1-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: n/a 

Length: .38 miles 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Cultural SMP's needed, evaluate after MYLF study complete; install 

crossing for MYLF. Season of use for MYLF. 

 

Connectivity:  

 North end of trail connects to 22N55Y (all vehicles). 

 South end connects to Forest Hwy 512 (Highway legal vehicle). 

 Connectivity creates loop option, but is redundant to the nearby 9M13.    

 

Current Trail Usage: Little to no use; heavy ground cover. 

 

Observations: Trail starts by crossing swell and shows little to no signs of use. Fall line grade is 25-

30% on many sections. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

Crossing would need to be created at swell to protect MYLF habitat. Steep grades would lead 

to entrenchment and soil loss if trail was utilized.  

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance: 

With its steep grades, this trail would need a full rebuild. For the same reason, long-term 

maintenance would be extensive and frequently needed.  

 

Recreational Value:   

With limited to no usage, and a parallel connector (9M13) just east, recreational value is low. 

 

Recommendations: Do not add trail back to MVUM. Needs little to no work for decommission.  
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9M13 

NARRATIVE  

Trail: 9M13 

Location: Little Grass Valley 

Designated Use: all vehicles 

Season of Use: 8/16-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: easiest  

Length: .48 miles 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Evaluate after MYLF study complete. Season of use for CSO/ MYLF. 

 

Connectivity:  

 To North, trail connects to 22N55Y (all vehicles). 

 To South, trail connects to Forest HWY 512 (highway legal vehicles). 

 Opportunity exists to create loop options, connect with other roads/ trails. 

 

Current Trail Usage: Evidence of moderate and recent usage. 

Observations: Overall, trail is sustainable and maintainable. Has a few fall line sections with minor 

reels. Stable crossing, but needs evaluation for MYLF. 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability:  

Overall, trail is not hydro connected, and it could be improved with drainage mitigations. 

Evaluation for MYLF is needed for crossing. Long term sustainability and reduced impacts  

achievable. 

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance: 

Overall, trail is in good condition. Needs additional drainage installation (rolling grade dips). 

Overall, cost for mitigations is low, and the trail will have limited long-term maintenance needs. 

Recreational Value:  With evidence of current usage, multiple use, and connectivity to other 

roads and trails, recreational value for this trail is high. 

Recommendations: Complete MYLF study for crossing and complete required mitigations. 

Complete prescribed drainage work, then add back to MVUM. 
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9M14N 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 9M14N 

Location: Little Grass Valley 

Designated Use: All vehicles 

Season of Use: 8/16-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: Easiest 

Length: 0.94 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2: Install crossing for MYLF.  Cultural SPM's needed. Season of use for 

MYLF/ CSO. 

 

Connectivity:  

 To north, trail connects to 22N53 (all vehicles) 

 To south, trail connects to 22N55Y 

 Trail allows for access to multiple roads and trails with loop options. 

 

Current Trail Usage: Moderate usage.  Access has been limited by fallen trees. Crossing needs 

recommendation for mitigation (armored or bridge). Rest of trail needs drainage work (rolling 

grade dips) and trees removed.  

 

Observations:  

Old logging road, 10'-15' width for duration of trail. Intermittent crossing needs mitigations. Has 

several fall line sections, but they are short. Drainage work and tree removal are needed.  

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

Needs a crossing at the intermittent stream.  With drainage installation and maintenance and 

downed tree removal, overall erosion will be greatly reduced. 

Level of Cost and Maintenance: 

Installing a bridge at the intermittent stream would be costly. If trail drainage is added, long term 

maintenance needs will be reduced.  

 

Recreational Value: 

With historical use, multiple use, and good connectivity, 9M14N has high recreational value. 

 

Recommendations: Consult with a specialist about the intermittent crossing (either bridge or 

armored crossing).  Then, complete the drainage mitigations, remove the downed trees, and 

finally add back to MVUM. 
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9M15 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 9M15 

Location: Little Grass Valley 

Designated Use: M 

Season of Use: n/a 

Trail Difficulty:  moderate 

Length: 0.81 miles 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2:   Evaluate after MYLF study complete. Install crossing for MYLF. 

Cultural SPMs needed. 

 

Connectivity:  

 To north end, trail ends at hill top; no connectivity. No evidence of dispersed camping. 

 To south, trail ends at FS HWY 890 (highway legal vehicles). 

 21N96B (all vehicle) connects to trail at mid-point. 

 

Current Trail Usage:  Trail shows little to no evidence of recent use. South end of trail blocked by 

tree. 

 

Observations: Overall, trail is on sustainable grades and needs moderate drainage work to 

reduce erosion impacts. High concern for drainage at Sears Ravine, drainage from Diggings 

area. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: There is a multi-culvert crossing from mining area 

and evidence of water topping trail; this area needs additional hydro and engineering 

evaluation for impacts and failure possibility (consider decommission of section). 

 

Level of Cost and Maintenance:  Unknown. 

 

Recreational Value:  Low value for M, due to wide road and no connectivity at north end. With 

few trail routes in St Louis area, trail may have historical value. North end of trail has dispersed 

camping potential, but no evidence of recent use.  

Recommendations:  

Complete additional evaluation of crossing for recommendation and cultural SPMs. Due to lack 

of trail use and lack of connectivity, this trail has a low priority for adding back to MVUM. May 

have value to access historical area of  St. Louis. 
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9M16 

 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 9M16 

Location: Little Grass Valley 

Designated Use: <50" 

Season of Use: 5/1-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: Easiest 

Length: 1.22 miles 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2:  Evaluate after MYLF study complete. Install crossing for MYLF. 

Cultural SPMs needed. Season of use for MYLF. 

Connectivity:  

 To north, trail connects to FS HWY 890 (highway legal vehicles). 

 To south, trail ends at Caledonia Mine, private property. 

 No loop opportunities. 

 

Current Trail Usage: Moderate  

 

Observations:  

Created for mine access: Wide road with multiple stream crossings. Lots of mining infrastructure 

still in place. Number of hydro connected sites. Sustainable trail grades, but lots of draining 

mitigations needed. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

This trail would need a crossing (bridge or armored), based on MYLF study. Prescribed drainage 

mitigation would reduce soil loss and hydro connectivity.   

Level of Cost and Maintenance: 

Due to the large number of mitigations needed and their scope, the cost of mitigation work for 

this trail would be high. If mitigations were complete, maintenance needs would be reduced. 

Recreational Value: 

Trail appears to have high value for mining/ historical access (including active claims) -- but low 

recreational value, due to lack of connectivity and use.  

 

Recommendations:  

Considering the lower recreational value, this trail should be low priority for OHV fund dollars to 

complete mitigations. Also, there are concerns about connection to private property and 

mining operations. 
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10M02 

NARRATIVE 

Trail: 10M02 

Location: Little Grass Valley 

Designated Use: <50" 

Season of Use: 8/16-10/14 

Trail Difficulty: Most Difficult 

Length: 1.25 

 

Trail mitigations per Table 2:  Install crossing for MYLF. Cultural SPMs needed. Season of use for 

CSO/ MYLF. 

 

Connectivity:  

 North end connects to 21N08 (all vehicles). 

 South end connects to 10M01  (all vehicles).  

 

Current Trail Usage: Low 

 

Observations:  

Majority of trail starting from North end is sustainable and needs minimal drainage work. 1755' 

feet on south end has steep grades and significant erosion and evidence of hydro connectivity. 

 

Natural Resource Impacts and Sustainability: 

Although most of the trail has minimal issues, the south end has significant soil loss and evidence 

of hydro connectivity.  This is due to hydrology, mechanical erosion, and steep trail grades (35+% 

for long runs).  

 

Level and Cost and Maintenance: 

There are limited solutions for the south end of trail, and limited opportunity for reroute due to 

steep slopes and drainages. 

 

Recreational Value: 

Trails does have good connectivity but evidence of use is low. Access is remote and difficult. 

Multiple trees had to be removed to access the start of trail. The south end of the trail presents 

extreme difficulty for 50" OHV use. 

 

Recommendations:  

Consider closure and restoration of south end of trail. Complete the mitigations on north end, 

but this work should be lower priority due to the loss of connectivity that will result from the 

mitigation work at the south end. Long-term, look for a viable re-route that could extend this trail 

on the ridge top (i.e., south-west) to eventually connect with 21N69A.  
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